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Spaces & Flows spacesandflows.com

Dear Spaces & Flows: International Conference on Urban and ExtraUrban Studies Delegates,

Welcome to Hull, UK and to Spaces & Flows: Eighth International Conference on Urban and ExtraUrban Studies. The Spaces 
& Flows Research Network—its conference, journal, and book imprint—was created to provide a space to explore the ever-
changing nature of the urban and extraurban, the environmental and human effects of these spaces, and the flow of material and 
immaterial objects in and out of these spaces.

Founded in 2010, the Spaces & Flows Research Network is brought together around a shared interest in the changing shape 
of human spaces and the social, economic, and informational flows that connect these spaces. The Inaugural Spaces & Flows 
conference was held at the University of California, Los Angeles, USA in December 2010. The conference has since been hosted 
at the Monash University Prato Centre, Prato, Italy in 2011; at Wayne State University, Detroit, USA in 2012; the Centre for 
Urban Studies, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, the Netherlands in 2013; University Center, Chicago, USA in 2015; and 
the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA in 2016. Next year, we are honoured to hold the conference in partnership 
with Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany in 2018.

Conferences can be ephemeral spaces. We talk, learn, get inspired, but these conversations fade with time. This Research 
Network supports a range of publishing modes in order to capture these conversations and formalize them as knowledge 
artifacts. We encourage you to submit your research to Spaces & Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban 
Studies. We also encourage you to submit a book proposal to the Spaces & Flows Book Imprint. 

In partnership with our Editors and Research Network Partners the Spaces & Flows Research Network is curated by Common 
Ground Research Networks. Founded in 1984, Common Ground Research Networks is committed to building new kinds of 
research networks, innovative in their media and forward thinking in their messages. Common Ground Research Networks takes 
some of the pivotal challenges of our time and builds knowledge communities which cut horizontally across legacy knowledge 
structures. Sustainability, diversity, learning, the future of humanities, the nature of interdisciplinarity, the place of the arts in 
society, technology’s connections with knowledge, the changing role of the university—these are deeply important questions 
of our time which require interdisciplinary thinking, global conversations, and cross-institutional intellectual collaborations. 
Common Ground is a meeting place for people, ideas, and dialogue. However, the strength of ideas does not come from finding 
common denominators. Rather, the power and resilience of these ideas is that they are presented and tested in a shared 
space where differences can meet and safely connect—differences of perspective, experience, knowledge base, methodology, 
geographical or cultural origins, and institutional affiliation. These are the kinds of vigorous and sympathetic academic milieus 
in which the most productive deliberations about the future can be held. We strive to create places of intellectual interaction and 
imagination that our future deserves.

I want to thank our Conference Chair, David Wilson. Additionally, thank you to the Conference Co-Chairs who have poured such 
a phenomenal amount of work into this conference, including Andy Jonas, David Atkinson, and Julia Affolderbach, and also to 
Jenny Potts and Simon Wilson for managing the conference venue. I’d also like to thank my Spaces & Flows Research Network 
colleagues, Patricija Kirvaitis and Jennifer Wienhold-Brokish, who have put such a significant amount of work into  
this conference.  

We wish you all the best for this conference, and we hope it will provide you every opportunity for dialogue with colleagues from 
around the corner and around the globe.

Yours sincerely, 

Bill Cope
President, Common Ground Research Networks 



Our Mission 
Common Ground Research Networks aims to enable all people to participate in creating collaborative knowledge and to share 

that knowledge with the greater world. Through our academic conferences, peer-reviewed journals and books, and innovative 

software, we build transformative research networks and provide platforms for meaningful interactions across diverse media. 

Our Message 
Heritage knowledge systems are characterized by vertical separations—of discipline, professional association, institution, and 

country. Common Ground identifies some of the pivotal ideas and challenges of our time and builds research networks that cut 

horizontally across legacy knowledge structures. Sustainability, diversity, learning, the future of the humanities, the nature of 

interdisciplinarity, the place of the arts in society, technology’s connections with knowledge, the changing role of the university—

these are deeply important questions of our time which require interdisciplinary thinking, global conversations, and cross-

institutional intellectual collaborations. Common Ground is a meeting place for these conversations, shared spaces in which 

differences can meet and safely connect—differences of perspective, experience, knowledge base, methodology, geographical or 

cultural origins, and institutional affiliation. We strive to create the places of intellectual interaction and imagination that our 

future deserves.

Our Media 
Common Ground creates and supports research networks through a number of mechanisms and media. Annual conferences 

are held around the world to connect the global (the international delegates) with the local (academics, practitioners, and 

community leaders from the host research network). Conference sessions include as many ways of speaking as possible to 

encourage each and every participant to engage, interact, and contribute. The journals and book imprint offer fully refereed 

academic outlets for formalized knowledge, developed through innovative approaches to the processes of submission, peer 

review, and production. The research network also maintains an online presence—through presentations on our YouTube 

channel, quarterly email newsletters, as well as Facebook and Twitter feeds. And Common Ground’s own software, Scholar, 

offers a path-breaking platform for online discussions and networking, as well as for creating, reviewing, and disseminating text 

and multi-media works. 

| About Common Ground
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Spaces & Flows Research Network

The Spaces & Flows Research Network is brought together around a shared interest in the changing shape of human spaces and 

the social, economic, and informational flows that connect these spaces. The research network interacts through an innovative, 

annual face-to-face conference, as well as year-round online relationships, a peer-reviewed journal, and a book imprint–

exploring the affordances of the new digital media.

Conference
The conference is built upon four key features: internationalism, interdisciplinarity, inclusiveness, and interaction. Conference 

delegates include leaders in the field as well as emerging scholars, who travel to the conference from all continents and represent 

a broad range of disciplines and perspectives. A variety of presentation options and session types offer delegates multiple 

opportunities to engage, to discuss key issues in the field, and to build relationships with scholars from other cultures and 

disciplines.

Publishing
The Spaces & Flows Research Network enables members to publish through two media. First, research network members 

can enter a world of journal publication unlike the traditional academic publishing forums—a result of the responsive, non-

hierarchical, and constructive nature of the peer-review process. Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and 

ExtraUrban Studies provides a framework for double-blind peer review, enabling authors to publish into an academic journal 

of the highest standard. The second publication medium is through the book imprint, Spaces & Flows, publishing cutting edge 

books in print and electronic formats. Publication proposal and manuscript submissions are welcome.

Community
The Spaces & Flows Research Network offers several opportunities for ongoing communication among its members. Any 

member may upload video presentations based on scholarly work to the research network YouTube channel. Quarterly email 

newsletters contain updates on conference and publishing activities as well as broader news of interest. Join the conversations 

on Facebook and Twitter, or explore our new social media platform, Scholar.



Spaces & Flows Themes

Theme 1: Urban and Extraurban Spaces
• Urban modernity: its forms and dynamics

• Property costs and the mortgage crisis

• Edge-urban spaces and ‘sprawl’

• De-urban spaces: processes and consequences of urban decay and ‘hollowing out’

• Micro-urban spaces: the changing role and dynamics of small urban communities

• Greenfield spaces and regional development

• Off-the grid spaces and development in formerly remote places

• Globalization and its local effects

• Economic development dynamics: changing sites of production and employment

• Local and global labor markets

• Socio-economic inequalities: proximities and distances

• Ethnic and racial separation, juxtaposition, and integration

Theme 2: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects
• Environmental effects: urban, edge-urban, de-urban, micro-urban, greenfield, off-

the-grid

• Human and environmental sustainability

• Place and identity

• Neighborhood in practice and imagination

• Green dynamics: old and new energy systems

• Land as resource

• Agricultural dynamics: old and new food systems

• Water dynamics: old and new sources and modes of access

• Waste dynamics: old and new garbage, sewerage and disposal/recycling dynamics

Theme 3: Material and Immaterial Flows
• Transportation infrastructures and patterns

• Local-global production flows

• Grid-nodality versus distributed grid structures

• Dispersed versus centralized governance

• Demographic and other data: measuring spaces in relation to flows

• The spatiality of the internet

• Commuting and telecommuting

• Migration and diaspora

• Shopping centers and shopping online

• Learning sites and learning online

• Culture in person and culture online

• Old communications and information media and new

• Planning processes: the practices of (re)configuring spaces and flows

• Research agendas for spaces and flows

On the changing nature of the 
urban, and its relations to the 
‘extraurban’

On the ecosystemic dynamics 
of different human socio-
spatial configurations

On the flows of objects and 
knowledge/culture and the 
socio-spatial dynamics of 
contemporary life



Spaces & Flows 2017 Special Focus

Enculturing the City

In recognition of Hull’s status as UK City of Culture 2017, the special focus of the Spaces and Flows 8th International Conference 

is “Enculturing the City.” The conference aims to explore the growing roles of ‘culture’ and ‘creativity’ in contemporary 

urbanism, and to interrogate how successfully categories such as art, culture and creativity can transform cities. Can they 

become key drivers of urban growth, enabling cities to forge increasingly global connections? Do they distinguish cities and 

generate distinctive place-identities amidst a globalizing world? How successfully do they engage with the education, wellbeing 

and aspirations of all a city’s communities? The conference will examine critically these issues and the social, economic and 

cultural challenges and benefits of developing the ‘creative city’ in a context of austerity and political instability. The conference 

organizers particularly welcome proposals for paper, panel, colloquium and workshop sessions that address the special focus as 

follows:

• What is a city of culture?

• Where is culture in the city?

• Is culture mobile and does it embed in the city?

• In a context of austerity and political instability what are the social and economic benefits and/or costs of enculturing  

the city?



Spaces & Flows Scope and Concerns

Spaces
Following are some of the spaces that are the concern of this conference, journal, book imprint, and online community. Each is 

distinctive. Each is a critical site in this transitionary moment. All are profoundly interconnected, in new as well as old ways.

Urban Spaces

The distinctiveness of the urban has risen historically from the pragmatics and aesthetics of collocation, contiguity, propinquity. 

Grounded in the virtues and pragmatics of proximity, the urban has been the site of peculiarly intensive development 

(commerce, industry, employment). It has been a focal point of what has been regarded as ‘civilization’ (cultural practices, 

institutions, iconic edifices, and intense meaning-places). But what if intensively physical-spatial agglomeration were to begin to 

matter less—because, perhaps, other modes of social proximity were increasingly available and put into motion for the purposes 

of production, community, and personal life? And what if intensive physical-spatial contiguity was starting to come at economic, 

environmental, and social costs that are now regarded as too high? What, then, of other spaces?

Edge-Urban Spaces

The world’s largest cities have become so large that, at their edges, they are no longer viably urban. At this point, the centers of 

energy of people’s lives increasingly become local, located in distinctively edge-city industrial ‘zones’, office ‘parks’, shopping 

malls, colleges, and recreational facilities. Often disparagingly called ‘sprawl’ for the absence of the rigors of urban planning, 

the edge-urban may also breed social movements intensely protective of natural aesthetics, built form, and post-industrial 

agricultural values. Looking out from the city, edge-urban spaces may appear to be distressingly fragmented, sites of anti-urban 

‘dispersed nucleation’. From another point of view, however, they are increasingly autonomous spaces attempting to deliver on 

values and lifestyles not so readily available in cities.

De-Urban Spaces

The de-urban is the formerly urban, apparently dead spaces in cities, spaces that seem to have been ‘hollowed out’, stripped 

of urban vitality. These spaces might be collapsing suburbs in big cities—literally when condemned buildings are demolished. 

At times, all that is left is a checkerboard of buildings interspersed with ‘urban prairies’. Or they might be smaller cities and 

towns which have imploded as key industries leave. However, often times these spaces appear tragically dead more from the 

perspective of their intensively urban past than they do from the perspective of their extraurban potentials. They are also spaces 

where, in a very uncitylike way, half-decent houses, shops, and factories can be bought or rented at low cost. So, amongst the 

new signs of life in these places, we see the poor and people on welfare returning for more spacious housing, arts and craft 

colonies emerging where there is next-to-no home or warehouse overhead, middle-class people purchasing decaying mansions 

to renovate, former main streets being filled out with recycling facilities and collectables stores, and community-maintained 

urban parks and food gardens.

Micro-Urban Spaces

Towns and cities of 10,000, 50,000, or even 200,000 people are not archetypically urban, either. Yet many are sites of dynamic 

growth, as ‘new economy’ employers move to locations where property and labor are significantly cheaper than large cities. 

Unlike the ‘small towns’ of our stereotypical imaginations, these places have increasingly fluid and diversified populations, both 

in terms of socio-economic differentiation and the ethnic origins of newcomers. Other instances of the micro-urban include 

slums or former slums that are cities unto themselves, from the rudimentary planning of the ‘townships’ of South Africa, to the 

energetic village-like qualities of the slums of Mumbai or Rio de Janeiro, places of architecture without architects, of intensely 

(extra)urban human activity without social engineering or urban planning.
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Greenfield Spaces

Beyond the edge-urban, and outside of the micro-urban are various forms of ‘greenfield’ life, in rural hamlets, on farms, in 

holiday houses, in retirement villages, in forest cabins or beach shacks, in caravan and mobile home ‘parks’. Industry may 

purposefully locate near these places, archetypically in contrast with its formerly urban ‘rustbelt’ locations. Scientific-rationalist, 

intellectual property-intensive monocultural farming may provide forms of agricultural employment, but equally boutique, 

organic, and retirement farms, promoted with the cache of ‘local foods’ or ‘slow foods’.

Off-the-Grid Spaces

In formerly remote places—in mountains, forests, coastlines, and deserts—off-the-grid energy sources and online and physical 

deliveries make it possible to live virtually urban, socially and culturally proximate lives. These are also spaces for increasingly 

autonomous yet globally integrated indigenous or first-nation communities.

Extraurbia: These Other Spaces

The term ‘extraurbia’ is intended to capture some newly significant continuities across these other-than-urban spaces. It 

is a conceptual fulcrum for analysis of changed dynamics across these spaces, the emerging dimensions of which might be 

considered to ‘urban plus’—most of what the heritage-urban offered to enhance human energies, plus things that the urban can 

no longer so easily provide. In this regard, the shape of today’s emerging sociospatial flows is telling.

Flows
What is happening in all these spaces, and especially in these the extraurban spaces, which may be a catalyst for new flows which 

define and redefine each space? Here are some material, convivial, and representational aspects of change that examine in this 

conference, journal, book imprint, and online research network.

Material Aspects

Propertyscapes

To start with the banal—real estate prices trigger a cascade of profound consequences. Real property in the spaces extraurbia 

has over the past few decades become relatively much cheaper than urban property. This is a global phenomenon, and two-fold 

development. On the one hand, city property prices have become exorbitantly high, and even when extraurban prices have risen, 

they have mostly risen at a slower pace. The urban-extraurban cost gap has grown. On the other hand, as the historic advantages 

of physical-spatial proximity wane, costs of property in cities are no longer a matter of necessity for households and employers.

Flowpaths

Here are some characteristically extraurban flowpaths: Telecommute because you are an online teacher or because you are 

a designer who works from a home office; or at least travel less because your person-to-person work does not require you to 

travel to work every day; or travel a short distance because homes and workspaces are collocated in mixed developments, or 

in places of closer differential zoning. Do your shopping online, a move which turns a privatized flow (drive to the shops) to a 

socialized flow, and one which is much more efficient in terms of time and energy use. Sometimes the product is a frictionless 

download away, through shared infrastructure of the social web (a song, an ebook, a movie). Other times, physical delivery 

is through the burgeoning public transport delivery system, the remarkably cheap and efficient shared transport system of 

trains, planes, and delivery vans. Go to the nearby market, and you’ll not have to go far, because markets making virtue of their 

localness are proliferating. Despite its spatial dispersal, extraurbia may well be a geography of driving less. It may represent 

new transportation efficiencies. In-person travel—to a meeting (when not a virtual meeting), to an in-person class (when not 

an online class), to an aesthetically different recreational space (when not on documentary TV or video)—can then become a 

matter of now-and-then choice rather than daily necessity. In all these scenarios, the logistical practicalities and efficiencies of 
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contiguity which characterized the city may prove anachronistic. Paradoxically, a common property in the shift to extraurbia 

may not be more transportation across greater distances and private transportation, but reduced physical movement of people 

and goods, and increasingly co-ordinated or socialized systems of transportation.

Extrastructures

The infrastructures of the urban were grounded in the economies of proximity in the creation of nodally oriented electricity, 

water and sewerage distribution systems, and the urban-to-urban nodality of transport and energy grids. These infrastructural 

logics favor spatial centralization and collocation. However, it is possible that they could come under challenge from what we 

will call ‘extrastructures’, or decentralized, relatively autonomous sites of production such as onsite solar, wind or geothermal 

energy on or off the grid, efficient grey water recycling, rain water collection, or rubbish composting. As these technologies 

rapidly develop and become cheaper, they could present a practical and more affordable alternative to the extraordinarily 

costly grid infrastructures. And as the social desire to be green picks up momentum, these extrastructures will become more 

environmentally virtuous than the grid. Such extrastructures are better suited to extraurban spaces. They are harder and more 

expensive to build in the traditional city.

Productionscapes

Extraurbia offers a panoply of job opportunities for workers, from knowledge work in new economy businesses, to close-to-the-

field food processing. The pay may be lower than in big city jobs, but the costs of living (primarily housing) are lower still. The 

result is a better standard of living at all levels of the labor market. At the same time, these are the quintessential sites of new 

and old production—from the innovation industries of R&D and design, to the new information sweatshops such as call centers, 

to high-tech manufacturing, to relocated old-economy industries such as hand-crafted furniture and abattoirs. There are also 

places of affordable and somewhat more agreeable retirement, reduced hardship for those living on welfare benefits, not to 

mention intensified exploitation of unskilled and newly arrived migrant labor, be these documented or (less visibly so than in 

the big city) undocumented migrants. So, across the various spaces of extraurbia we may see the development of new modes of 

production, at least subtly different in some significant ways to the modes of production characteristic of cities.

Consumptionscapes

New modes of production spawn new modes of consumption. The focal point of consumer energy during the twentieth century 

shifted from one iconic urban site to another, from the downtown with its main street to the shopping mall and the big box 

stores at the edge of the inner city or in the middle of the suburbs. Inefficiencies and cost structures may, however, spell the end 

of both malls and big box stores. The online megastores have a breadth of inventory with which no bookstore or video store or 

department store from the era of spatially massed shopping could ever compete. Then there is the myriad of specialist stores 

with narrower focal points than any retailers of the recent past—a store just for faucets, or light dimmers, or light bulbs. These 

stores have a depth of product offering, online information, and live help, that no conventional specialist store could ever have. 

They run on databases with filter mechanisms which mean you can sensibly sort what you want from five thousand faucets or 

one thousand light bulbs. This brings products to light that no browsing along physical shelves ever could. Then there are the 

small manufacturers who produce on-demand—the metal shop manufacturer which makes stainless steel sinks and delivers 

them to order for much less than the big manufacturers, the cutting board manufacturer who will make boards to any size you 

order, the artists and craftspeople with online galleries, the boutique vineyards who sell their wine online and globally. Finally, 

there is the eBay economy which blurs the very distinction of consumer and seller, and creates a market agnostic to retail scale, 

a place for miniscule sellers alongside major buyers. Myriad new enterprises reconfigure the supply chain in quite fundamental 

ways, cutting out many of its more expensive layers of warehousing, distribution, and physical retail display. Most importantly, 

however, they don’t need to be near consumers—they can be, and are, located most competitively in the least expensive reaches 

of extraurbia. They offer a deeper, broader, more engaging consumer experience, and, for the money, they offer more of it. Of 

course, these new modes of consumption are available to city dwellers, too. It’s just that, at a particular level of income, people 

Scope and Concerns
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in extraurbia can do more of it, and city dwellers have lost their costly historic advantage of being close to ‘good stores’ based on 

larger markets or ‘good value stores’ based on economies of large scale.

Socioscapes

In an earlier modernity, the spatial separations of extraurbia created social divides and ethnic separations. They were places 

of ‘white flight’, of small town insularity, of cultural and demographic stasis. They became the proverbial stuff of ‘rural idiocy’ 

and rigid class segregations. They were an escape from the city, which seemed from an outsider’s perspective to be swarming 

with immigrants, conflicted by the claims of social movements, afflicted by social problems, and made dangerous by the 

juxtapositions of the poor alongside the affluent. If extraurbia offers advantages to everyone, these patterns may be changing. 

Extraurban spaces may become sites of opportunity and improved lifestyle for all—for refugees, documented or undocumented 

immigrants, the poor, the middle classes, and the affluent. Places that had been demographically homogenous are becoming 

cosmopolitan.

Ecoscapes

From an environmental point of view, the extraurban can at times be a site of particular horrors, for out-of-sight is out-of-

mind—in cases of mountain top mining, or aggressive farming practices, or large scale burning of fossil fuels to generate 

electricity, for instance. However, it also has peculiar advantages in the introduction of new environmental technologies. 

Extraurbia is especially well suited to the introduction of the ‘extrastructures’ of post-grid, de-nodal energy production. On-site 

composting and grey water recycling are more practicable alternatives in extraurbia and potentially cheaper per capita than the 

waste disposal infrastructures of big cities. Extraurbia, in other words, can be more cheaply and easily green. In fact, the sites 

of primary engagement, and thus the burden of environmental responsibility, falls primarily in extraurbia, for this is where the 

energy for cities is generated, the food produced, the building materials sourced, the sewerage pumped and the rubbish dumped. 

From the perspective of the city, the environment is an external site of referred pain, a site of collateral damage, and for this 

reason a site of merely abstract concern. Extraurbia, by comparison, may become the focal site for protest as well as action in the 

creation of new ecoscapes.

Convival Aspects

Governance

For their dispersal, for their smallness, for their relative autonomy from the heavy and urban-centered structures of the state, 

for the comparatively unformed informality of their institutions of civil society, the spaces of extraurbia may allow the possibility 

of more devolved, flexible, and responsive modes of governance, engaging a greater proportion of their populations. Compared 

to the city, the relative institutional thin-ness of these spaces presents dangers—of hyper-exploitation, neoliberal lawlessness, 

and poor planning. But on the other hand, extraurban spaces may also offer possibilities in the form of ‘quiet encroachment’ of 

participatory self-governance and what might be called, for their unassuming activism, ‘social non-movements’.

Scope and Concerns
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Communities

Every demographic has its peculiar reasons to move to the spaces of extraurbia—retired people for a quasi vacation lifestyle, 

families for their children, gays for places of shared style, immigrants and refugees for an entry point into the labor market. 

Increasingly, extraurbia becomes a place of cosmopolitan community. For this reason, intersectional rainbow coalitions may 

form in these spaces, as newly integrated communities face cutting-edge workplace, environmental, or educational issues.

Identities

Historically, cities sorted demographics into spatially distinguishable neighborhoods, or quarters, or ghettoes. Extraurban 

spatial sorting may prove to be less rigorous, and this in part supported by a broader trend to viable post-territorial identities, 

ending the conventionally framed isomorphisms of space and social form and the ascription of cultural authenticity or essence 

to space. In the era of digital communications and online community, person-to-person collocation is less needed in order to 

maintain diaspora, or research network, or fashion, or fad, or fetish. Here we see a dynamics of difference emerging that is less 

determined by space, and for this, it is more complex and multilayered.

Representation Aspects

Communications

In the new communications environment, sharing of meaning becomes less dependent on the heritage synergies of collocation 

or economics of contiguity. Facebook creates a never-before envisaged shape of proximity in life narratives. Voice-over-

internet and videoconferencing remove diseconomies of distance. Mobile phones ‘roam’ as if location were immaterial. People 

in cities have no better access to good newspapers than people beyond their print distribution reach. In any event, mass 

market newspapers, grounded in economies of large scale, find they are competing with disruptive economies and qualities 

of small scale—the thematically particular blogs, the micromedia that cover a few hundred households, the slicing and dicing 

of information in blogs that reaggregate and link from one perspective or another. In all of these respects, the city loses its 

communicational advantages.

Innovation

Where does innovation increasingly occur? On university campuses that have for a long time been located outside of big cities, 

in university towns for instance which are distinctively attractive for precisely that. Or in the research ‘parks’ which incubate 

enterprises spun-off from university originated IP. Or in the new economy multinationals which are headquartered out of big 

cities or which have their R&D divisions located outside of cities. Or the R&D startups that take advantage of lower overheads 

and regional incentives offered more commonly in one or other of the spaces of extraurbia.

Knowledge Transfer

And finally, how is knowledge transferred intergenerationally? The answer will in part be through environments of ubiquitous 

learning, ranging from online degrees, to small local schools relying on online infrastructure, and beyond the conventional 

classroom or training room, on and through networked mobile devices, where learning can happen any place and anytime, just 

enough and just in time (Cope and Kalantzis 2009). As the spatio-institutional walls of the traditional school come down, there 

need be no location-defined educational disadvantage.

These are disconcerting times in many respects. When we think about spaces and flows, who until recently could have imagined 

that the city might cede many of its magnetic advantages to the not-city? That day may soon be arriving. And when it does, we 

might also be able to transfer lessons learnt in extraurban spaces to make our cities better places. We will all be extraurban then.

Scope and Concerns



Spaces & Flows Research Network Membership

About
The Spaces & Flows Research Network is dedicated to the concept of independent, peer-led groups of scholars, researchers, 

and practitioners working together to build bodies of knowledge related to topics of critical importance to society at large. 

Focusing on the intersection of academia and social impact, the Spaces & Flows Research Network brings an interdisciplinary, 

international perspective to discussions of new developments in the field, including research, practice, policy, and teaching.

Membership Benefits
As a Spaces & Flows Research Network member you have access to a broad range of tools and resources to use in your own 

work:

• Digital subscription to Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies for one year.

• Digital subscription to the book imprint for one year.

• One article publication per year (pending peer review).

• Participation as a reviewer in the peer review process, with the opportunity to be listed as a Reviewer.

• Subscription to the network e-newsletter, providing access to news and announcements for and from the research network.

• Option to add a video presentation to the community YouTube channel.

• Free access to the Scholar social knowledge platform, including:

◊ Personal profile and publication portfolio page

◊ Ability to interact and form communities with peers away from the clutter and commercialism of other social media

◊ Optional feeds to Facebook and Twitter

◊ Complimentary use of Scholar in your classes—for class interactions in its Community space, multimodal student 

writing in its Creator space, and managing student peer review, assessment, and sharing of published work.



Spaces & Flows Engage in the Research Network

Present and Participate in the Conference
You have already begun your engagement in the research network by attending the 

conference, presenting your work, and interacting face-to-face with other members. We 

hope this experience provides a valuable source of feedback for your current work and 

the possible seeds for future individual and collaborative projects, as well as the start of a 

conversation with research network colleagues that will continue well into the future.

Publish Journal Articles or Books 
We encourage you to submit an article for review and possible publication in the 

journal. In this way, you may share the finished outcome of your presentation with 

other participants and members of the research network. As a member of the network, 

you will also be invited to review others’ work and contribute to the development of the 

research network knowledge base as a Reviewer. As part of your active membership in the 

research network, you also have online access to the complete works (current and previous 

volumes) of the journal and to the book imprint. We also invite you to consider submitting 

a proposal for the book imprint. 

Engage through Social Media 
There are several ways to connect and network with research network colleagues:

Email Newsletters: Published quarterly, these contain information on the 

conference and publishing, along with news of interest to the research network. 

Contribute news or links with a subject line ‘Email Newsletter Suggestion’ to 

support@spacesandflows.com. 

Scholar: Common Ground’s path-breaking platform that connects academic 

peers from around the world in a space that is modulated for serious discourse 

and the presentation of knowledge works. 

Facebook: Comment on current news, view photos from the conference, and take 

advantage of special benefits for research network members at:  

http://www.facebook.com/SpacesAndFlows.

Twitter: Follow the research network @spacesandflows and talk about the 

conference with #SpacesandFlows2017.

YouTube Channel: View online presentations or contribute your own at  

http://cgnetworks.org/support/uploading-your-presentation-to-youtube.

www.facebook.com/
SpacesAndFlows

@spacesandflows

#SpacesandFlows2017 



Spaces & Flows Advisory Board

The principal role of the Advisory Board is to drive the overall intellectual direction of the Spaces & Flows Research Network and 

to consult on our foundational themes as they evolve along with the currents of the field. Board members are invited to attend 

the annual conference and provide important insights on conference development, including suggestions for speakers, venues, 

and special themes. We also encourage board members to submit articles for publication consideration to Spaces and Flows: An 

International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies as well as proposals or completed manuscripts to the Spaces & Flows 

Book Imprint.

We are grateful for the continued service and support of the following world-class scholars and practitioners.

• Bill Cope, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA

• Phillip Kalantzis-Cope, Co-Chair, The New School For Social Research, New York City, USA

• Ulrike Gerhard, Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany

• Katherine Hankins, Georgia State University, Atlanta, USA

• Andrew Jonas, University of Hull, Hull, UK

• Roger Keil, The City Institute at York University, Toronto, Canada

• Gordon MacLeod, Durham University, Durham, UK

• Byron Miller, University of Calgary, Calgary, Canada

• Faranak Miraftab, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA

• Kevin Ward, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK

• Rachel Weber, University of Illinois, Chicago, Chicago, USA

• France Winddance Twine, University of California, Santa Barbara, USA

• David Wilson, Co-Chair and Editor, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, USA



A Social Knowledge Platform
Create Your Academic Profile and Connect to Peers

Developed by our brilliant Common Ground software team, Scholar connects academic peers from around the world in a space 

that is modulated for serious discourse and the presentation of knowledge works. 

Utilize Your Free Scholar Membership Today through

• Building your academic profile and list of published works.

• Joining a community with a thematic or disciplinary focus.

• Establishing a new research network relevant to your field.

• Creating new academic work in our innovative publishing space.

• Building a peer review network around your work or courses.

Scholar Quick Start Guide

1. Navigate to http://cgscholar.com. Select [Sign Up] below ‘Create an Account’.

2. Enter a “blip” (a very brief one-sentence description of yourself).

3. Click on the “Find and join communities” link located under the YOUR COMMUNITIES heading (On the left hand 

navigation bar).

4. Search for a community to join or create your own.

Scholar Next Steps – Build Your Academic Profile

• About: Include information about yourself, including a linked CV in the top, dark blue bar.

• Interests: Create searchable information so others with similar interests can locate you.

• Peers: Invite others to connect as a peer and keep up with their work.

• Shares: Make your page a comprehensive portfolio of your work by adding publications in the Shares area - be these full 

text copies of works in cases where you have permission, or a link to a bookstore, library or publisher listing. If you choose 

Common Ground’s hybrid open access option, you may post the final version of your work here, available to anyone on the 

web if you select the ‘make my site public’ option.

• Image: Add a photograph of yourself to this page; hover over the avatar and click the pencil/edit icon to select.

• Publisher: All Common Ground community members have free access to our peer review space for their courses. Here 

they can arrange for students to write multimodal essays or reports in the Creator space (including image, video, audio, 

dataset or any other file), manage student peer review, co-ordinate assessments, and share students’ works by publishing 

them to the Community space.



A Digital Learning Platform
Use Scholar to Support Your Teaching

Scholar is a social knowledge platform that transforms the patterns of interaction in learning by putting students first, 

positioning them as knowledge producers instead of passive knowledge consumers. Scholar provides scaffolding to encourage 

making and sharing knowledge drawing from multiple sources rather than memorizing knowledge that has been presented to 

them. 

Scholar also answers one of the most fundamental questions students and instructors have of their performance, “How 

am I doing?” Typical modes of assessment often answer this question either too late to matter or in a way that is not clear or 

comprehensive enough to meaningfully contribute to better performance.

A collaborative research and development project between Common Ground and the College of Education at the University of 

Illinois, Scholar contains a research network space, a multimedia web writing space, a formative assessment environment that 

facilitates peer review, and a dashboard with aggregated machine and human formative and summative writing assessment data.

The following Scholar features are only available to Common Ground Research network members as part of their membership. 

Please email us at support@cgscholar.com if you would like the complimentary educator account that comes with participation 

in a Common Ground conference.

• Create projects for groups of students, involving draft, peer review, revision, and publication.

• Publish student works to each student’s personal portfolio space, accessible through the web for class discussion.

• Create and distribute surveys.

• Evaluate student work using a variety of measures in the assessment dashboard.

Scholar is a generation beyond learning management systems. It is what we term a Digital Learning Platform—it transforms 

learning by engaging students in powerfully horizontal “social knowledge” relationships. For more information, visit: 

http://knowledge.cgscholar.com.



Spaces & Flows Journal

Committed to addressing pressing social, cultural, economic, 
and environmental questions, focusing on spaces and flows as 

crucibles and vectors of ongoing transformation



Spaces & Flows

About
Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies addresses 

some of the most pressing and perturbing social, cultural, economic, and environmental 

questions of our times, focusing on spaces and flows as crucibles and vectors of ongoing 

transformation.

The journal discusses two central issues:

• What are the new and emerging spaces of production, consumption, and human 

living as communities, regions, and societies organize and re-organize in 

contemporary times?

• What are the new flows of people, goods, services, information, and ideas in current 

times? How are they being constructed and how are they functioning?

In addressing these questions, our discussions range between the local and the global, 

the empirical and the theoretical, the utopian and the pragmatic, the disciplinary and the 

transdisciplinary, research and its application, and the practices of knowledge making and 

those of knowledge dissemination.

Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies is peer-

reviewed, supported by rigorous processes of criterion-referenced quantitative ranking 

and qualitative commentary, ensuring that only intellectual work of the greatest substance 

and highest significance is published.

Editor

David Wilson, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana-

Champaign, USA

Reviewers
Articles published in Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and 

ExtraUrban Studies are peer reviewed by scholars who are active members of the Spaces 

and Flows Research network. Reviewers may be past or present conference delegates, 

fellow submitters to the journal, or scholars who have volunteered to review papers (and 

have been screened by Common Ground’s editorial team). This engagement with the 

research network, as well as Common Ground’s synergistic and criterion-based evaluation 

system, distinguishes the peer review process from journals that have a more top-down 

approach to refereeing. Reviewers are assigned to papers based on their academic 

interests and scholarly expertise. In recognition of the valuable feedback and publication 

recommendations that they provide, reviewers are acknowledged as Reviewers in the 

volume that includes the paper(s) they reviewed. Thus, in addition to the Spaces and 

Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies’ Editors and Advisory 

Board, the Reviewers contribute significantly to the overall editorial quality and content of 

the journal.

Indexing
China National Knowledge 
Infrastructure (CNKI Scholar)
SocINDEX (EBSCO)
SocINDEX with Full Text (EBSCO)
Sociology Source International 
(EBSCO)
The Australian Research Council 
(ERA) 

DOI:
10.18848/2154-8676/CGP

Founded: 
2010

Publication Frequency: 
Quarterly (March, June, 
September, December)

Acceptance Rate:
19% (2015)

ISSN:
2154-8560 (print)
2154-8579 (online)

Network Website:
spacesandflows.com

Bookstore:
ijf.cgpublisher.com

Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of  
Urban and ExtraUrban Studies
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Journal Submission Process and Timeline 
Below, please find step-by-step instructions on the journal article submission process:

1. Submit a conference presentation proposal.

2. Once your conference presentation proposal has been accepted, you may submit your article by clicking the “Add a 

Paper” button on the right side of your proposal page. You may upload your article anytime between the first and the final 

submission deadlines. (See dates below)

3. Once your article is received, it is verified against template and submission requirements. If your article satisfies these 

requirements, your identity and contact details are then removed, and the article is matched to two appropriate referees 

and sent for review. You can view the status of your article at any time by logging into your CGPublisher account at www.

CGPublisher.com.

4. When both referee reports are uploaded, and after the referees’ identities have been removed, you will be notified by email 

and provided with a link to view the reports.

5. If your article has been accepted, you will be asked to accept the Publishing Agreement and submit a final copy of your 

article. If your paper is accepted with revisions, you will be required to submit a change note with your final submission, 

explaining how you revised your article in light of the referees’ comments. If your article is rejected, you may resubmit it 

once, with a detailed change note, for review by new referees.

6. Once we have received the final submission of your article, which was accepted or accepted with revisions, our Publishing 

Department will give your article a final review. This final review will verify that you have complied with the Chicago Manual 

of Style (16th edition), and will check any edits you have made while considering the feedback of your referees. After this 

review has been satisfactorily completed, your paper will be typeset and a proof will be sent to you for approval before 

publication.

7. Individual articles may be published “Web First” with a full citation. Full issues follow at regular, quarterly intervals. All 

issues are published 4 times per volume (except the annual review, which is published once per volume).

Submission Timeline
You may submit your article for publication to the journal at any time throughout the year. The rolling submission deadlines are 

as follows:

• Submission Round 1 – 15 January

• Submission Round 2 – 15 April

• Submission Round 3 – 15 July

• Submission Round 4 (final) – 15 October

Note: If your article is submitted after the final deadline for the volume, it will be considered for the following year’s volume. 

The sooner you submit, the sooner your article will begin the peer review process. Also, because we publish “Web First,” early 

submission means that your article may be published with a full citation as soon as it is ready, even if that is before the full issue 

is published.

Submission Process
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Hybrid Open Access 
All Common Ground Journals are Hybrid Open Access. Hybrid Open Access is an option increasingly offered by both university 

presses and well-known commercial publishers.

Hybrid Open Access means some articles are available only to subscribers, while others are made available at no charge to 

anyone searching the web. Authors pay an additional fee for the open access option. Authors may do this because open access is 

a requirement of their research-funding agency, or they may do this so non-subscribers can access their article for free. 

Common Ground’s open access charge is $250 per article –a very reasonable price compared to our hybrid open access 

competitors and purely open access journals resourced with an author publication fee. Digital articles are normally only 

available through individual or institutional subscriptions or for purchase at $5 per article. However, if you choose to make your 

article Open Access, this means anyone on the web may download it for free.

Paying subscribers still receive considerable benefits with access to all articles in the journal, from both current and past 

volumes, without any restrictions. However, making your paper available at no charge through Open Access increases its 

visibility, accessibility, potential readership, and citation counts. Open Access articles also generate higher citation counts.

Institutional Open Access 
Common Ground is proud to announce an exciting new model of scholarly publishing called Institutional Open Access.

Institutional Open Access allows faculty and graduate students to submit articles to Common Ground journals for unrestricted 

open access publication. These articles will be freely and publicly available to the whole world through our hybrid open access 

infrastructure. With Institutional Open Access, instead of the author paying a per-article open access fee, institutions pay a set 

annual fee that entitles their students and faculty to publish a given number of open access articles each year.

The rights to the articles remain with the subscribing institution. Both the author and the institution can also share the final 

typeset version of the article in any place they wish, including institutional repositories, personal websites, and privately or 

publicly accessible course materials. We support the highest Sherpa/Romeo access level—Green.

For more information on how to make your article Open Access, or information on Institutional Open Access, please contact us 

at support@cgnetworks.org.

Common Ground Open



Spaces & Flows Journal Awards

International Award for Excellence 
Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies presents an annual International Award for 

Excellence for new research or thinking in the area of urban and extraurban studies. All articles submitted for publication in 

Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies are entered into consideration for this award. 

The review committee for the award is selected from the International Advisory Board for the journal and the annual Spaces 

& Flows Conference. The committee selects the winning article from the ten highest-ranked articles emerging from the review 

process and according to the selection criteria outlined in the reviewer guidelines.

This Year’s Award Winner
Annette Jacoby, City University of New York, USA

For the Article 
“Bangkok—A Place of Struggle and Spatial Restructuring”

Abstract 
Bangkok is marked by segregated spatial logics that exist beside and above each other, partially in line with globalization 

theory, and partially contradicting this very notion. The resulting inconsistencies and contradictions portray urban space as 

an unpredictable cosmos, where the conflicts of spatial restructuring that threaten to diminish the space of place may create 

unforeseeable niches. While disparate power dynamics may frequently exclude the marginalized population, this study shows 

that the collision between global space and local place, both horizontally and vertically, can produce gray areas as people show 

creative reactions to changes in their domains of living. This paper presents a broad insight into Bangkok’s everyday life with a 

particular focus on shopping culture and inner-city transportation.
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Community Membership and Personal Subscriptions
As part of each conference registration, all conference participants (both virtual and in-person) have a one-year digital 

subscription to Spaces and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies. This complimentary personal 

subscription grants access to the current volume as well as the entire backlist. The period of complimentary access begins at 

the time of registration and ends one year after the close of the conference. After that time, delegates may purchase a personal 

subscription. 

To view articles, go to https://cgscholar.com/bookstore and select the “Sign in” option. An account in CG Scholar has already 

been made on your behalf; the username/email and password are identical to your CG Publisher account. After logging into your 

account, you should have free access to download electronic articles in the bookstore. If you need assistance, select the “help” 

button in the top-right corner, or contact support@cgscholar.com.

Journal Subscriptions
Common Ground offers print and digital subscriptions to all of its journals. Subscriptions are available to Spaces and Flows: 

An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies and to custom suites based on a given institution’s unique content 

needs. Subscription prices are based on a tiered scale that corresponds to the full-time enrollment (FTE) of the subscribing 

institution. 

For more information, please visit: 

• http://spacesandflows.com/journal/hybrid-open-access

• Or contact us at subscriptions@cgnetworks.org

Library Recommendations
Download the Library Recommendation form from our website to recommend that your institution subscribe to Spaces 

and Flows: An International Journal of Urban and ExtraUrban Studies: http://cgnetworks.org/support/recommend-a-

subscription-to-your-library.

Subscriptions and Access
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Spaces & Flows Book Imprint

Call for Books
Common Ground is setting new standards of rigorous academic knowledge creation and scholarly publication. Unlike other 

publishers, we’re not interested in the size of potential markets or competition from other books. We’re only interested in the 

intellectual quality of the work. If your book is a brilliant contribution to a specialist area of knowledge that only serves a small 

intellectual community, we still want to publish it. If it is expansive and has a broad appeal, we want to publish it too, but only if 

it is of the highest intellectual quality.

We welcome proposals or completed manuscript submissions of:

• Individually and jointly authored books

• Edited collections addressing a clear, intellectually challenging theme

• Collections of articles published in our journals

• Out-of-copyright books, including important books that have gone out of print and classics with new introductions

Book Proposal Guidelines 

Books should be between 30,000 and 150,000 words in length. They are published simultaneously in print and electronic 

formats and are available through Amazon and as Kindle editions. To publish a book, please send us a proposal including:

• Title

• Author(s)/editor(s)

• Draft back-cover blurb

• Author bio note(s)

• Table of contents

• Intended audience and significance of contribution

• Sample chapters or complete manuscript

• Manuscript submission date

Proposals can be submitted by email to books@cgnetworks.org. Please note the book imprint to which you are submitting in the 

subject line. 



Spaces & Flows Book Imprint

Call for Book Reviewers 
Common Ground Research Networks is seeking distinguished peer reviewers to evaluate book manuscripts.

As part of our commitment to intellectual excellence and a rigorous review process, Common Ground sends book manuscripts 

that have received initial editorial approval to peer reviewers to further evaluate and provide constructive feedback. The 

comments and guidance that these reviewers supply is invaluable to our authors and an essential part of the publication process.

Common Ground recognizes the important role of reviewers by acknowledging book reviewers as members of the Editorial 

Review Board for a period of at least one year. The list of members of the Editorial Review Board will be posted on our website. 

If you would like to review book manuscripts, please send an email to books@cgnetworks.org with:

• A brief description of your professional credentials

• A list of your areas of interest and expertise

• A copy of your CV with current contact details

If we feel that you are qualified and we require refereeing for manuscripts within your purview, we will contact you.
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The Politics of the Urban Sustainability Concept

David Wilson (ed.)

The Politics of the Urban Sustainability Concept explores the widely proclaimed urban 

sustainability vision that has swept across urban landscapes of the global west like a tidal 

wave. This planning vision, mixing with notions of “smart growth”, “regional planning”, 

and “sustainable cities”, now dots urban environments in cities big, medium, and small. 

This book critically interrogates this vision and practices for the concrete material 

realities it produces for all urban citizens. This book is inspired by recent calls for a “just 

sustainability”. Here, urban sustainability is considered through the lenses of things 

scantily considered: human rights, equality in access to resources and facilities, and the 

production of economic opportunities and decent qualities of life for all. This book reveals 

a city growth and redevelopment vision that can be deeply problematic in who it serves 

and how it reconfigures urban environments. Often, favoring of the affluent in orientation, 

this problematic vision too often relies on a failed expectation that benefits will trickle 

down to all. It legitimizes the building of flagrantly segregated, profoundly splintered cities 

as a now powerful neoliberal tool in current political and economic realities. Cloaked in a 

mix of ambiguity and class-based specificity the urban sustainability vision threatens to 

magnify already vexing inequalities in many cities across the globe.

Editor Bio: 
David Wilson is professor of Geography, Urban Planning, African American Studies, 

and the Unit for Criticism and Interpretive Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign. He has published more than 60 articles in leading journals. His most recent 

books are Urban Inequalities Across the Globe (Routledge, 2015), Cities and Race: 

America’s New Black Ghetto (Routledge, 2007), and Inventing Black-On-Black Violence: 

Discourse, Space, and Representation (Syracuse University, 2005). He has served on 

the editorial boards of Urban Geography, Professional Geographer, Social and Cultural 

Geography, Acme: International Journal of Critical Geography, and the  

Geography Journal.

Book Imprint

ISBN—978-1-61229-799-6
166 Pages

Network Website:
spacesandflows.com

Bookstore:
spacesandflows.cgpublisher.
com
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Spaces & Flows About the Conference

Conference History
Founded in 2010, Spaces & Flows: An International Conference brings together scholars, teachers, and practitioners around a 

common shared interest in changing human spaces and social, economic, and informational flows. 

The Spaces & Flows Conference is built upon four key features: Internationalism, Interdisciplinarity, Inclusiveness, and 

Interaction. Conference delegates include leaders in the field, as well as emerging scholars, who travel to the conference from all 

corners of the globe and represent a broad range of disciplines and perspectives. A variety of presentation options and session 

types offer delegates multiple opportunities to engage, to discuss key issues in the field, and to build relationships with scholars 

from other cultures and disciplines.

• 2010 – University of California, Los Angeles, USA 

• 2011 – Monash University Prato Centre, Prato, Italy

• 2012 – Wayne State University, Detroit, USA

• 2013 – Centre for Urban Studies, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

• 2015 – University Center, Chicago USA

• 2016 – University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA

Plenary Speaker Highlights
The Spaces & Flows Conference has a rich history of featuring leading and emerging voices from the field, including: 

• Michael Dear, University of California, Berkeley, USA (2010)

• Roger Keil, York University, Toronto, Canada (2012)

• Julie MacLeavy, University of Bristol, Bristol, UK (2011)

• Andy Merrifield, Independent Scholar, Cambridge, UK, (2016)

• Harvey Molotch, Professor, New York University, New York, USA, (2016)

• Jan Nijman, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2013)

• Rachel Pain, Durham University, Durham, UK (2013)

• Edward Soja, University of California, Los Angeles, USA (2010)

• Kevin Ward, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK (2011)

• Teresa Córdova, Director, Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA; Professor, Urban Planning and 

Policy, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA

• Byron Miller, Professor, Urban Studies Program, University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Past Partners
Over the years, the Spaces & Flows Conference has had the pleasure of working with the following organization:

University of Amsterdam

Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2013)

Become a Partner 
Common Ground Research Networks has a long history of meaningful and substantive partnerships with universities, research 

institutes, government bodies, and non-governmental organizations. Developing these partnerships is a pillar of our Research 

Network agenda. There are a number of ways you can partner with a Common Ground Research Networks. Contact us at 

support@spacesandflows.com to become a partner.
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Conference Principles and Features 
The structure of the conference is based on four core principles that pervade all aspects of the research network: 

International 

This conference travels around the world to provide opportunities for delegates to see and experience different countries and 

locations. But more importantly, the Spaces & Flows Conference offers a tangible and meaningful opportunity to engage with 

scholars from a diversity of cultures and perspectives. This year, delegates from over 25 countries are in attendance, offering a 

unique and unparalleled opportunity to engage directly with colleagues from all corners of the globe. 

Interdisciplinary 

Unlike association conferences attended by delegates with similar backgrounds and specialties, this conference brings 

together researchers, practitioners, and scholars from a wide range of disciplines who have a shared interest in the themes and 

concerns of this research network. As a result, topics are broached from a variety of perspectives, interdisciplinary methods are 

applauded, and mutual respect and collaboration are encouraged.

Inclusive 

Anyone whose scholarly work is sound and relevant is welcome to participate in this research network and conference, 

regardless of discipline, culture, institution, or career path. Whether an emeritus professor, graduate student, researcher, 

teacher, policymaker, practitioner, or administrator, your work and your voice can contribute to the collective body of knowledge 

that is created and shared by this research network.

Interactive 

To take full advantage of the rich diversity of cultures, backgrounds, and perspectives represented at the conference, there must 

be ample opportunities to speak, listen, engage, and interact. A variety of session formats, from more to less structured, are 

offered throughout the conference to provide these opportunities.



Spaces & Flows Ways of Speaking

Plenary
Plenary speakers, chosen from among the world’s leading thinkers, offer formal presentations 

on topics of broad interest to the community and conference delegation. One or more speakers 

are scheduled into a plenary session, most often the first session of the day. As a general rule, 

there are no questions or discussion during these sessions. Instead, plenary speakers answer 

questions and participate in informal, extended discussions during their Garden Conversation.

Garden Conversation
Garden Conversations are informal, unstructured sessions that allow delegates a chance 

to meet plenary speakers and talk with them at length about the issues arising from their 

presentation. When the venue and weather allow, we try to arrange for a circle of chairs to be 

placed outdoors.

Talking Circles
Held on the first day of the conference, Talking Circles offer an early opportunity to meet other 

delegates with similar interests and concerns. Delegates self-select into groups based on broad 

thematic areas and then engage in extended discussion about the issues and concerns they feel 

are of utmost importance to that segment of the community. Questions like “Who are we?”, 

”What is our common ground?”, “What are the current challenges facing society in this area?”, 

“What challenges do we face in constructing knowledge and effecting meaningful change in 

this area?” may guide the conversation. When possible, a second Talking Circle is held on the 

final day of the conference, for the original group to reconvene and discuss changes in their 

perspectives and understandings as a result of the conference experience. Reports from the 

Talking Circles provide a framework for the delegates’ final discussions during the Closing 

Session.

Themed Paper Presentations
Paper presentations are grouped by general themes or topics into sessions comprised of three 

or four presentations followed by group discussion. Each presenter in the session makes a 

formal twenty-minute presentation of their work; Q&A and group discussion follow after all 

have presented. Session Chairs introduce the speakers, keep time on the presentations, and 

facilitate the discussion. Each presenter’s formal, written paper will be available to participants 

if accepted to the journal.

Colloquium
Colloquium sessions are organized by a group of colleagues who wish to present various 

dimensions of a project or perspectives on an issue. Four or five short formal presentations are 

followed by a moderator. A single article or multiple articles may be submitted to the journal 

based on the content of a colloquium session.
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Focused Discussion 
For work that is best discussed or debated, rather than reported on through a formal 

presentation, these sessions provide a forum for an extended “roundtable” conversation 

between an author and a small group of interested colleagues. Several such discussions 

occur simultaneously in a specified area, with each author’s table designated by a number 

corresponding to the title and topic listed in the program schedule. Summaries of the author’s 

key ideas, or points of discussion, are used to stimulate and guide the discourse. A single 

article, based on the scholarly work and informed by the focused discussion as appropriate, 

may be submitted to the journal.

Workshop/Interactive Session
Workshop sessions involve extensive interaction between presenters and participants around 

an idea or hands-on experience of a practice. These sessions may also take the form of a crafted 

panel, staged conversation, dialogue or debate—all involving substantial interaction with the 

audience. A single article (jointly authored, if appropriate) may be submitted to the journal 

based on a workshop session.

Poster Sessions
Poster sessions present preliminary results of works in progress or projects that lend 

themselves to visual displays and representations. These sessions allow for engagement in 

informal discussions about the work with interested delegates throughout the session.

Virtual Lightning Talk
Lightning talks are 5-minute “flash” video presentations. Authors present summaries or 

overviews of their work, describing the essential features (related to purpose, procedures, 

outcomes, or product). Like Paper Presentations, Lightning Talks are grouped according 

to topic or perspective into themed sessions. Authors are welcome to submit traditional 

“lecture style” videos or videos that use visual supports like PowerPoint. Final videos must be 

submitted at least one month prior to the conference start date. After the conference, videos 

are then presented on the research network YouTube channel. Full papers can based in the 

virtual poster can also be submitted for consideration in the journal.

Virtual Poster
This format is ideal for presenting preliminary results of work in progress or for projects that 

lend themselves to visual displays and representations. Each poster should include a brief 

abstract of the purpose and procedures of the work. After acceptance, presenters are provided 

with a template and Virtual Posters are submitted as a PDF. Final posters must be submitted at 

least one month prior to the conference start date. Full papers based on the virtual poster can 

also be submitted for consideration in the journal.



Spaces & Flows Daily Schedule

Friday, 12 October

8:00–9:00 Conference Registration Desk Open

9:00–9:30
Conference Opening—Bill Cope, Host, Common Ground Research Networks, USA and David Wilson, Co-

Chair, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana-Champaign, USA

9:30–10:05
Plenary Session—Zoë Tew-Thompson, Leeds Beckett University, Leeds, England 

"Enculturation: Exploring Ordinary Cultures on Foot"

10:05–10:35 Garden Conversation Featuring Zoë Tew-Thompson and Coffee Break

10:35–11:20 Talking Circles

11:20–11:30 Transition

11:30–12:45 Parallel Sessions

12:45–13:45 Lunch

13:45–15:25 Parallel Sessions

15:25–15:40 Coffee Break

15:40–16:55 Parallel Sessions

17:00–19:00 Welcome Reception

Friday, 16 October

8:30–9:00 Registration Desk Open

9:00–9:15 Daily Update—Bill Cope, Host, Common Ground Research Networks, USA

9:15–9:50
Plenary Session—Andy C. Pratt, City University London, UK

"The Problem(s) of Evaluation: Urban Cultural Regeneration"

9:50–10:20 Garden Conversation Featuring Andy C. Pratt and Coffee Break

10:20–11:35 Parallel Session

11:35–12:25 Lunch

12:25–13:10 Parallel Sessions

13:10–13:20 Transition

13:20–15:00 Parallel Sessions

15:00–16:30 Plenary Panel—“Enculturing the City”

16:30–16:50 Closing Ceremony



Spaces & Flows Conference Highlights

Special Events

Pre-Conference Event
Wednesday, 11 October, 2017 | Time: 18:00 (6:00 PM) | Location: Hull History Centre

On Wednesday, October 11th, the Spaces and Flows Conference will be holding a welcome reception at the Hull History Centre. 

Join delegates and plenaries for drinks, light hor d’orves and a chance to converse!

Welcome Reception
Thursday, 12 October, 2017 | Time: 18:00 (6:00 PM) | Location: University of Hull

Common Ground Research Networks and the Spaces & Flows Conference will be hosting a welcome reception at the conference 

venue, the University of Hull, just after the last session of the first day. All delegates are welcome to attend and enjoy 

complimentary light refreshments. This is an excellent opportunity to connect with and get to know your fellow international 

delegates.

Guided Walking Tour – Hull: Making a City of Culture
Saturday, 14 October, 2017 | Time: 10:30 AM | Duration: 2 hours (maximum) 

Location: Queen Victoria Square, Hull City Centre

This walking tour explores the city centre of Hull, highlighting historic and recent transformations from the perspective of 

different spaces and flows. Specific themes include: city of resistance; Hull’s modernities; city of protest; city of production; 

decline and revival; transformation of public space; and globalising Hull. The tour involves a mostly flat circuit of c. 2 miles on 

mainly pedestrianised streets, with brief stopping points. Suitable attire for Autumn/Fall is recommended (i.e. allow for cool, 

wet weather).



Spaces & Flows Plenary Speakers

Andy C. Pratt, City University London, UK
“The Problem(s) of Evaluation: Urban Cultural Regeneration”

Andy C Pratt is an internationally acclaimed expert on the topic of the cultural industries. He has held academic 

appointments at University College London (Bartlett School of Planning), the London School of Economics 

(Geography and Urban Research Centre), and King’s College London (Culture, Media, and Creative Industries). He 

joined City University London in 2013. Andy established and was Director of the Urban Research Centre at the 

London School of Economics and was founding chair of the Department of Culture, Media, and Creative Industries at King’s 

College London; he is currently Director of the Centre for Culture and the Creative Industries at City University London.

Zoë Tew-Thompson, Leeds Beckett University, Leeds, UK
“Enculturation: Exploring Ordinary Cultures on Foot”

Zoë Tew-Thompson is a Senior Lecturer in Media and Cultural Studies at Leeds Beckett University. Her work at 

the intersection of cultural sociology and media and cultural studies focuses on urban change, space, place and 

media cultures, and everyday life. Her recent book Urban Constellations: Spaces of Cultural Regeneration in 

Post-Industrial Britain (Ashgate, 2015) investigates the iconic cultural venues of contemporary British cities as 

engines of regeneration in relation to the work of cultural theorists Walter Benjamin and Jean Baudrillard. As part of recent 

collaborative work on media and place, using “walk-and-talk” methodologies, Zoë has researched the impact of Yorkshire’s 

representation on screen for residents of Holmfirth, as well as how local people transform their city through urban gardening in 

Leeds and Wakefield. Zoë also hosts walking events in Leeds that encourage people to engage with the city in novel and creative 

ways: Urban Constellating 2015; Leaving the City 2015; Urban Dreams (and Nightmares) 2016; and Disrupting the City 2017. 

She is currently working on a project about walking and women.



Spaces & Flows Emerging Scholars

Donna Carmichael
Donna is a PhD research student at the Ironbridge International Institute for Cultural Heritage at the University of 

Birmingham in the UK. Her research examines urban regeneration in deindustrialized cities, with particular focus 

on spatial and wealth inequality and the issues related to inclusive growth. Her thesis is entitled, “Culture-led 

Regeneration and Rebranding of Mid-Sized Post-Industrial Cities and the Challenge of Inclusive Growth.” Donna 

holds a bachelor of science degree (BSc) from University of Toronto, a master of business administration degree (MBA) from 

York University in Toronto, and a post-graduate certificate in regional and local economic development from the University of 

Dundee in Scotland. 

Dina Dahood D. 
Dina Dahood D. is an architect and urbanist with seven years of experience at UNRWA . She holds a bachelor’s and 

master’s degree in architectural engineering from Jordan University of Science and Technology. As an urban 

planner and a researcher, she’s been involved in refugee camp improvement projects. She was also a part-time 

lecturer at several universities in Jordan. She is currently a PhD researcher at the Architecture Department of KU 

Leuven in Belgium. Her doctoral research investigates the agency of transient habitations (namely, refugee camps) in the 

regional development of their hosting spatial systems.

Onyekachi Ekeogu
Onyekachi Ekeogu holds a bachelor of science degree in criminal justice from Georgia State University and is 

interested in interpersonal violence, disproportional sentencing, and LGBTQIQ rights. Onyekachi recently gained 

their master of science degree in justice studies (JS) from Arizona State University (ASU), examining the 

intersections where the MOVE Organization, media representations, and organizational resistance meet during 

pre-Conflict years for a thesis project. Today, this rising scholar is a doctoral student in the JS program at ASU, investigating 

forms of resistance in cyberspace for contemporary Black liberation movements. Onyekachi Ekeogu is also a 2014–15 

Interdisciplinary Research Colloquium doctoral fellow. 

Anna Labetski
Anna Labetski is a PhD candidate in the 3D geoinformation group at the Delft University of Technology. Her 

research focus is on the generalisation of 3D city models, including buildings and other city elements such as roads 

and transportation objects. She holds an HBA degree from the University of Toronto and an MSc in geospatial 

analysis from UCL , where she modelled the cycling risk of serious accidents based on roads attributes. She 

specializes in GIS, statistical analysis, and computational geometry. Her interests include cartographic generalisation, levels of 

detail, transportation networks, active transportation, and metadata (automation, storage, and update). 

Asma Mehan
Asma Mehan is an architect, writer, and lecturer. She holds a master’s degree in architectural studies from Art 

University of Isfahan (Iran). She later started her PhD in “Architettura, Storia e Progetto” at Politecnico di Torino 

in Italy. Asma has worked as visiting research fellow at EPFL (École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne) in 

Lausanne, Switzerland, and at Alfred Deakin Institute (ADI) at Deakin University in Melbourne, Australia. Asma’s 

main research lies in politics of architecture, transnational urban studies, and social sustainability. Much of her work focuses on 

the Middle East; she is currently pursuing projects in Iran, Italy, Germany, the US, and the United Arab Emirates.



THURSDAY, 12 OCTOBER

8:00-9:00 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DESK OPEN

9:00-9:30 CONFERENCE OPENING - BILL COPE, COMMON GROUND RESEARCH NETWORKS, USA; DAVID WILSON, UNIVERSITY OF
ILLINOIS, CHAMPAIGN-URBANA, USA

9:30-10:05 PLENARY SESSION - ZOË TEW-THOMPSON LEEDS BECKETT UNIVERSITY, LEEDS, ENGLAND - "ENCULTURATION: EXPLORING
ORDINARY CULTURES ON FOOT"

10:05-10:35 GARDEN CONVERSATION & COFFEE BREAK

10:35-11:20 TALKING CIRCLES
Room 1 - Urban and Extraurban Spaces
Room 2 - Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects
Room 3 - Material and Immaterial Flows

11:20-11:30 TRANSITION

11:30-12:45 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 1 Enculturing the City from the Bottom Up
The Boundary Condition and the Urban Realm: The Tel-Aviv Example
Ruth Shapira, David Azrieli School of Architecture, Faculty of Fine Arts, Tel-Aviv University, Tel-Aviv, Israel
Overview: This paper examines the metamorphosis of old and new, visible and hidden borders in the Tel-Aviv metropolis. Their footprints reflect the essence
of urban processes and architecture in the city.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Room 2 Dynamics of Consumption and Urban Spaces
Excess and the Edge: Reinvention and Revival through Popular Cultural Excess
Gary Brown, Liverpool John Moores University, Liverpool, UK
Overview: Liverpool One constitutes an "acultural" commercial enterprise inserted into one of the country’s poorest city cores. Liverpool One is discussed
related to a contemporary context of excess, event, and spectacle.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Imagining the Waste Preventive City
Dr. Richard Ek, Department of Service Management and Service Studies, Lund University, Lund, Sweden
Prof. Hervé Corvellec, Department of Service Management and Service Studies, Lund University, Helsingborg, Sweden
Overview: In this paper we introduce a waste preventive city core as a case in point of a critical and alternative urban imagination that challenges conventional
consumption-based notions of the city.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Room 3 Urban Sustainability
Urban Forests in Tripoli: Citizen Participation, Policies, and Practices
Hesham Mohamed Waddani, School of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Science and Engineering, Tripoli University, Hull, UK
Overview: This research establishes how residents in Tripoli value their urban forests and determines what social benefits are required.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Shoots and Leaves: Exploring the Impact and Sustainability of Civil Society Community Sustainable Place-making Projects
Working in Deprived Urban Places in the United Kingdom
Sam Ramsden, University of Hull, Sheffield, UK
Overview: This paper explores the impacts of a sustainable development focused project in Hull. Participants strongly voiced social, economic, and benefits of
access to nature; however, supporting long-term sustainability is essential.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Room 4 Workshop
Writing the Edgelands
Ray French, School of Arts, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Overview: This workshop unearths the hidden stories in the retail parks, warehouses, canals, and those other unofficial tracks woven through our cities.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

12:45-13:45 LUNCH

13:45-15:25 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 1 Employing Culture for Urban Regeneration and Development
City/Capital of Culture and European Port Cities: Between Urban Development and Event Legacy
Enrico Tommarchi, Faculty of Arts, Cultures, and Education, School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Overview: This paper introduces a research project on the mutual relation between the organization of the European City/Capital of Culture and urban
planning strategies in European port cities.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Culture-led Regeneration of Post-industrial United Kingdom Cities: Who Benefits?
Donna Carmichael, Ironbridge International Institute for Cultural Heritage, School of History and Cultures, University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK
Overview: With austerity and growing income disparity, the assumption of trickle-down benefits and inclusive growth from culture-led regeneration must be
questioned. This paper reviews UK cities and the resulting socio-economic impacts.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

New Mardi Gras Practices in Post-Katrina New Orleans: Enculturing Recovery
Dr. Les Wade, Department of Theatre, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, USA
Overview: This paper examines Mardi Gras practices in post-Katrina New Orleans, exploring how new carnival activity negotiates the city’s urban tensions
regarding racial displacement, the integration of transplants, and economic stratification.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Grasping the Transdiscursivity in Yeldeğirmeni
Assist. Prof. Avşar Karababa, Mef University, Istanbul, Turkey
Overview: This paper introduces transdiscursive reading as a way to understand and interpret culture as a narrative in relation to the continuous
transformation of urban space.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

THURSDATHURSDAYY, 12 OCTOBER, 12 OCTOBER



13:45-15:25 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 2 Human and Environmental Sustainability
Material and Immaterial Flows in the Western Australian Construction Industry: How Urban Metabolism Can Help
Integrate Ecologically Sustainable Development
Katia Defendi, Faculty of Arts, Business, Law, and Education, School of Design, University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia
Overview: Urban metabolism theory is employed to investigate material and immaterial flows in the Western Australian construction industry and to promote
the integration of ecologically sustainable development by construction professions.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Sustainability in Slums: Similarities and Differences
Dr. Abhijit Roy, Kania School of Management, University of Scranton, Scranton, USA
Overview: Given the growth of slums in urban spaces, sustainability issues are of growing concern. A case study approach is used to compare and contrast
recent innovations in three large slums.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

Reforming Rural Spatial Planning in Colombia: A Case Study of Casanare
Liliana Giraldo Arias, Faculty of Habitat Sciences, La Salle University, Colombia, Bogotá, Colombia
Overview: This paper discusses the inequitable distribution of environmental, political, economic, and social resources between rural/urban areas and the
urban oriented planning policies.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

Room 3 Politics of Decision Making
Sluggish, Reluctant, Passive, Insensitive, Indifferent, or Simply Incapable? Architectural Culture in Times of Crisis
Dr. Christakis Chatzichristou, Department of Architecture, University of Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprus
Elias Kranos, Nicosia, Cyprus
Overview: This paper discusses the observed phase gap between social phenomena and the reaction of architecture using the contemporary Greek-Cypriot
house as a case study.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

The Politics of Policy Making in Colorado: City Councils and Energy Policy Decision Making
Dr. Sara Hagedorn, Political Science Department, University of Colorado Colorado Springs, Colorado Springs, USA
Overview: This research looks at how city council members in Colorado make energy policy decisions in their jurisdictions.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Archive of Life: Adapting a Foucaultian Power and Powerlessness of Society with a Focus on Alice Springs
Dr. Richard Head, School of Language and Learning, Charles Darwin University, Alice Springs, Australia
Overview: This paper discusses a Foucaultian investigation of the power and powerlessness of place, highlighting the evolving socio-cultural performance of
Alice Springs concerning local resistances to State and Domain agendas.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

Fast Policy Resistance: State and Non-state Responses to Importing Austerity in Athens
Dr. Cristina Temenos, Geography and Manchester Urban Institute, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK
Overview: This paper examines the "fast policy" importation of economic austerity, its effects on public health services in Athens, and state and non-state
responses in the city.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

15:25-15:40 COFFEE BREAK

15:40-16:55 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 1 Urban Narratives
Postmodern Place-identity: Counterfeiting the City
Ana Calvete, Department of Philosophy, History, Culture, and Art Studies, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland
Overview: Through literary analysis, this study addresses how the urban landscape is saturated by copies, counterfeit, and simulacra and permeated by signs,
with or without a referent.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Screen Dance: Interfacing Culture and History in the Urban Space
Dr. Mitch Goodwin, Faculty of Arts, University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia
Overview: Part visual essay, part performance text, Screen Dance explores the intervention of the mediated screen and the corporate network interface upon
the cultural life of Melbourne.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

Exploring the Augmented City: Locative Media and the (Re)production of Urban Tourism Spaces
Erin E. Lynch, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Concordia University, Montreal, Canada
Overview: This paper considers how augmented reality (AR) tourism apps layer maps of meaning over the urban environment and the implications of their use
for the production of urban space.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Room 2 Urban Development and Regeneration
Bhubaneswar in the Global Flux
Nabanita Saha, Department of Architecture and Regional Planning, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, Kharagpur, India
Dr. Haimanti Banerji, Department of Architecture and Regional Planning, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, Kharagpur, India
Overview: In view of India opening up its economy and its unprecedented rate of urbanization, this paper identifies the corporate geography in Bhubaneswar,
a tier II city in India.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Trouble in Paradise: Pursuing Design Excellence in City Center Regeneration Schemes
Victoria Lawson, School of Environment, Education, and Development, University of Manchester, Manchester, UK
Overview: This study questions if New Labour’s pursuit of "design excellence" in English city center regeneration can be utilized as a pleasing aesthetic device
to conceal undemocratic and socially regressive processes.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

THURSDATHURSDAYY, 12 OCTOBER, 12 OCTOBER



15:40-16:55 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 3 Exploring Cultural and Spatial Patterns
The Sound Behavior Patterns of the City as an Expression of Culture: The Case of Mexico City
Dr. Fausto E. Rodriguez-Manzo, Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana - Azcapotzalco, Mexico City, Mexico
Prof. Elisa Garay Vargas, Mexico City, Mexico
Overview: Sound behavior pattern changes of contemporary Mexico City are due to a process of transformation from the traditional to the “modern” and are
linked to the transformation of cultural patterns.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Everyday Movement and Occupation in the Home: How We Live inside Our Own Four Walls
Dr. Fabian Neuhaus, Fachhochschule in Basel, Basel, Switzerland
Overview: This paper discusses using sensor networks to track peoples everyday lives in their homes over a longer period to study the spatial dimension of
living at home.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

16:55-17:10 END OF SESSIONS

THURSDATHURSDAYY, 12 OCTOBER, 12 OCTOBER



FRIDAY, 13 OCTOBER

8:30-9:00 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DESK OPEN

9:00-9:15 DAILY UPDATE

9:15-9:50 PLENARY SESSION - ANDY C. PRATT, CITY UNIVERSITY LONDON, UK - "THE PROBLEM(S) OF EVALUATION: URBAN CULTURAL
REGENERATION"

9:50-10:20 GARDEN CONVERSATION & COFFEE BREAK

10:20-11:35 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 1 Enculturing the City: Policies and Practices of Creativity
A Beautiful Collision in a Community Garden: The Intercultural Journey of the Chinese Eco Elders and the Civil Servant
Karen Summerhays, People + Place, Te Puke, New Zealand
Overview: This research explores the interchange of two cultures and the development of intercultural dialogue through the building of a community garden in
west Auckland, New Zealand.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Television, Political Economy, and New Orleans: A Case Study
Dr. Robin Roberts, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, USA
Overview: This paper examines the interaction of culture and the city through the relationship between media and the city of New Orleans, focusing on the
television show, "Treme."
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Growth and Culture: Incompatibilities between Creative City Policy and Creative People in Toronto
Loren March, Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University, Toronto, Canada
Overview: This paper is an exploration of disjunctures between Toronto's Creative City policy directives and the needs of many of the city's creative scenes.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Room 2 Urban Movement and Flows
Ecological Network Analysis of Intra-city Metabolism for Functional Urban Areas in England and Wales
Ling Min Tan, Department of Civil and Structural Engineering, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Hadi Arbabi, Department of Civil and Structural Engineering, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Qianqian Li, Department of Civil and Structural Engineering, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Yulan Sheng, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Nathaniel Stanton, Department of Aerospace Engineering, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Thamira Joy Valentine, Department of Aerospace Engineering, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Elspeth Fraser, Department of Civil and Structural Engineering, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Overview: Ecological Network Analysis was conducted on thirty-five cities in England and Wales with intra-city flows between all economic sectors to
investigate the metabolic relationships.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Room 3 Addressing Rural Spaces
Rural Subjectivities: Understanding the Embodied Demands of Global Capitalism
Rowan Jaines, Human Geography Department, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK
Overview: This paper calls for new attempts in understandings of working-class subjectivity in rural communities, focusing specifically on the area around The
Wash in the east of England.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Room 4 Places in the Making
Designing and Programming in "Baggy Space": A Case Study of the Oriel Wrecsam People's Market Project
Jo Marsh, University of Chester, Wrexham, UK
Sarah Featherstone, Central St. Martins, London, UK
Overview: Featherstone Young Architects, Oriel Wrecsam Gallery/Wrexham Council, and Arts Council Wales are developing a new cultural center
incorporating arts facilities and a market hall within one broad cultural offer.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Heritage, Flooding, and Sense of Place
Dr. Anna Catalani, School of Design, University of Lincoln, Lincoln, UK
Dr. Witiya Pittugnapoo, Faculty of Architecture, Naresuan University, Phitsanulok, Thailand
Overview: This paper deals with the notion of heritage, its intangible practices in Thailand, and the impact that climate change has on traditional amphibious
Thai settlements and local environments.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

The Co-existence of Plants and People in the City: Urban Wilds in Dhaka
Fatiha Polin Babuly, Bengal Institute, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Shawon Sarker, University of Dhaka, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Tahmina Ahmed, BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Overview: The rate in which plants are declining in Dhaka city is simply alarming. This study investigates the existing plant community to create favorable
conditions necessary to save them.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

11:35-12:25 LUNCH

FRIDAFRIDAYY, 13 OCTOBER, 13 OCTOBER



12:25-13:10 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 1 Posters
Facebook and Neighborhood Relations in the Newly Built Urban Village
Dr. Tina Patel, School of Health and Society, University of Salford, Salford, UK
Overview: This study discusses the use of social media in new neighborhoods to form relationships, develop community, and establish rules.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

Towards a Sustainable City Region: Understanding the Smart Paradigm
Kaustubh Das, Department of Architecture and Town Planning, Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur, Calcutta, India
Overview: This study analyzes the potential of information and communication technology in fragmenting as well as compacting urban activities to delineate a
SMART sustainable urban conurbation for the future.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Material Flow Analysis-based Assessment of Urban Ecosystem Sustainability: A Case Study of Riyadh
Naif Albelwi, School of Engineering, Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK
Prof. Alan Kwan, School of Engineering, Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK
Prof. Yacine Resgui, School of Engineering, Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK
Overview: We propose an expanded MFA framework, synthesizing critical urban factors including biophysical, socio-economic, and quality of life indicators
thus moving MFA beyond an accounting framework towards a strategic planning framework.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Cultural Participation as a Strategy for Revitalizing a Vacation Town
Sara Ursic, Urban Sociology, Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar, Zagreb, Croatia
Raseljka Krnic, Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar, Zagreb, Croatia
Roko Misetic, Catholic University of Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia
Overview: This study introduces the results of a bottom up research project conducted on the cultural dynamic and the aspirations of the permanent and
temporary residents of Červar Porat.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

Room 2 Virtual Lightning Talks
The Effects of Globalization on State Legitimacy: The Spatial Aspect of State Legitimacy and Political Survival
Dr. Maria Fanis, Department of Political Science, Mershon Center for International Studies, Ohio State University, Ohio University, Columbus, USA
Overview: Despite the state's ontological primacy in international relations and security studies, its theorization lacks a basic understanding of how space
rearticulates the nation state. This paper corrects this theoretical omission.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Socio-spatial Disparities: Authorized Marginality within Urban Space
Paria Valizadeh, Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey
Overview: This study conducts a critical analysis of impacts of modernization programs on low-income residents, focusing on its role as bolstering the degree
of socio-spatial segregation.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Room 4 Focused Discussion
"Whose Culture? Whose City?": Authenticity in Culture-led Regeneration
Enrico Tommarchi, Faculty of Arts, Cultures, and Education, School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Prof. Franco Bianchini, Culture, Place, and Policy Institute, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Barbara Grabher, Faculty of Arts, Cultures, and Education, School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Overview: This focused discussion explores how different interpretations of culture and regeneration either promote local specificities/cultures or foster
processes of cultural globalization.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

13:10-13:20 TRANSITION

13:20-15:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 1 Critical Readings of Space and Place
Re-envisioning Modernity: Transformations of Post-war Suburban Landscapes
Shannon Clayton, ERA Architects, Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada
Overview: In an effort to explore the potential transformation of North American post-war suburbs, this paper actively engages in the critique of modernism
from the mid-twentieth century to the present.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

The Spatial Envelope of Portable Space: The Space of the Neoliberal Subject
Dr. Harris Mark Breslow, Institute of Communications Resesarch, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
Overview: My previous work on neoliberalism, space, and subjectivity has been macrosocial and political economic. Here I explore the perspective of the
mobile subject and technologies that facilitate this mobility.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Who Has the Right to the Smart City?
Prof. Byron Miller, Department of Geography, University of Calgary, Calgary, Canada
Overview: Does the smart city represent a new spectrum of control and governance from a distance, or a more open and participatory city? Who is the smart
city for?
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

FRIDAFRIDAYY, 13 OCTOBER, 13 OCTOBER



13:20-15:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS

Room 2 Addressing Inequality
Flows of Resistance in the New Millennium
Onyekachi Ekeogu, Justice and Social Inquiry, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ, USA
Overview: Using Manual Castells’ separation of flows and places, this paper focuses on why flows and places are significant to the production of resistance in
the black radical tradition.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Violent Invisible Boundaries: Exploring the Lives of Temporary Migrants in the Arab Gulf
Lisa Reber, School of Social Transformation, Arizona State University, Tempe, USA
Overview: This paper explores invisible zones of privilege and exclusion that are encountered by international low-wage workers in the Arab Gulf. It examines
how these zones are articulated, reinforced, and experienced.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

The Spatial Dimensions of Poverty and Motherhood in Micro-urban Spaces: Negotiating Motherhood in a Community
Welfare Program
Dr. Heather Fitz Gibbon, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, College of Wooster, Wooster, USA
Overview: This study examines the lived experiences of poverty and perspectives of motherhood in a micro-urban area, arguing that both depend on spatially-
based factors such as the concentration of poverty.
Theme: Urban and Extraurban Spaces

Between Interdependency Interplay: How Palestine Refugee Camps Evolved as a Considerable Actor in Their Hosting
Spatial System
Dina Dabash, Department of Architecture, KU Leuven, Leuven, Belgium
Overview: This research anatomizes the interdependent interplay of the actors in Palestine refugee camps in Jordan.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Room 3 New Directions in Urban Planning and Design
An Exploration of the Urban Design Possibilities Offered by Soundscape Theory
Gary Siebein, Siebein Associates, Inc., Gainesville, USA
Overview: This paper discusses a theory and method to include the conscious design of the soundscape of urban spaces as they are being designed in a
participatory inclusive method.
Theme: Human Environments and Ecosystemic Effects

Mapping the Urban Emotions of the City of Seoul: Exploring the Perceptual Dimension of the City by Using Crowdsourced
Information
Rachida Benabbou, Department of Urban Design and Planning, University of Seoul, Seoul, South Korea
HeeChung Lee, Department of Urban Design and Planning, University of Seoul, Seoul, South Korea
Overview: This research explores the perceptional dimension of the city of Seoul by extracting data from volunteered geographic information and creating
mapped visualizations of the urban emotions of the city.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Urban Rhythm, "Noise," and the Street
Jani Tartia, School of Architecture, Tampere University of Technology, Tampere, Finland
Overview: This paper examines the everyday street and its "noise" from a rhythmanalytical perspective, by focusing on the visual and auditory patterns, and
their interjacent relations.
Theme: Material and Immaterial Flows

Plenary 
Room

Colloquium
Perspectives on Hull UK City of Culture 2017 and on Culture-led Regeneration in Hull: A Discussion of Aspects of the
Cultural, Image, Social, and Spatial Impacts
Prof. Franco Bianchini, Culture, Place, and Policy Institute, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Marianne Afanassieva, Hull University Business School, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Peter Andrews, Hull University Business School, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Victoria Bissett, Faculty of Arts, Cultures, and Education, School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Barbara Grabher, Faculty of Arts, Cultures, and Education, School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Dr. Nigel Morpeth, Culture, Place, and Policy Institute, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Dr. Ahmed Shaalan, Hull University Business School, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Enrico Tommarchi, Faculty of Arts, Cultures, and Education, School of Education and Social Sciences, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Dr. Fannie Yeung, Hull University Business School, University of Hull, Hull, UK
Overview: This colloquium discusses Hull UK City of Culture 2017 and aspects of its cultural, spatial, social, and policy impacts.
Theme: 2017 Special Theme: Enculturing the City

15:00-16:30 PLENARY PANEL - "ENCULTURING THE CITY"
- Andrew Jonas, University of Hull, Hull, UK
- Zoë Tew-Thompson, Leeds Beckett University, Leeds, England
- Andy Pratt, City University London, UK
- Patrick Collins, NUI Galway, Galway, Ireland
- Rosie Millard, Chair, Hull City of Culture 2017, Hull, UK
- Franco Bianchini, Director Institute for Culture, Policy and Place, University of Hull, Hull, UK
- David Atkinson, University of Hull, Hull, UK

16:30-16:50 CLOSING CEREMONY

FRIDAFRIDAYY, 13 OCTOBER, 13 OCTOBER
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Seventh International Conference 
on Food Studies
Roma Tre University
Rome, Italy | 26–27 October 2017
food-studies.com/2017-conference

Eighth International Conference on 
The Image
Venice International University
Venice, Italy | 31 Oct.–1 November 2017
ontheimage.com/2017-conference

Aging & Society: Seventh 
Interdisciplinary Conference
University of California at Berkeley
Berkeley, USA | 3–4 November 2017
agingandsociety.com/2017-conference

Second International Conference 
on Communication & Media 
Studies
UBC Robson Square
Vancouver, Canada | 16–17 November 2017
oncommunicationmedia.com/2017-conference

Fourteenth International 
Conference on Environmental, 
Cultural, Economic & Social 
Sustainability
The Cairns Institute, James Cook University
Cairns, Australia | 17–19 January 2018
onsustainability.com/2018-conference

Fourteenth International 
Conference on Technology, 
Knowledge & Society
St John’s University, Manhattan Campus
New York, USA | 1–2 March 2018
techandsoc.com/2018-conference

Eleventh International Conference 
on e-Learning & Innovative 
Pedagogies
St John’s University, Manhattan Campus
New York, USA | 2–3 March 2018
ubi-learn.com/2018-conference

Twelfth International Conference 
on Design Principles & Practices
Elisava Barcelona School of Design and 
Engineering
Barcelona, Spain | 5–7 March 2018
designprinciplesandpractices.com/ 
2018-conference

Eighteenth International 
Conference on Knowledge, Culture, 
and Change in Organizations
University of Konstanz
Konstanz, Germany | 15–16 March 2018
organization-studies.com/2018-conference

Eighth International Conference on 
Religion & Spirituality in Society
University of California at Berkeley
Berkeley, USA | 17–18 April 2018
religioninsociety.com/2018-conference

Tenth International Conference on 
Climate Change: Impacts & 
Responses
University of California at Berkeley
Berkeley, USA | 20–21 April 2018
on-climate.com/2018-conference

Third International Conference on 
Tourism & Leisure Studies
Hotel Melia Salinas
Canary Islands, Spain | 17–18 May 2018
tourismandleisurestudies.com/2018-conference

| Conference Calendar 



Eighth International Conference on 
The Constructed Environment
Wayne State University
Detroit, USA | 24–25 May 2018
constructedenvironment.com/2018-conference

Eighteenth International 
Conference on Diversity in 
Organizations, Communities & 
Nations
University of Texas at Austin
Austin, USA | 6–8 June 2018
ondiversity.com/2018-conference

Twenty-fifth International 
Conference on Learning
University of Athens
Athens, Greece | 21–23 June 2018
thelearner.com/2018-conference

Thirteenth International 
Conference on The Arts in Society
Emily Carr University of Art + Design
Vancouver, Canada | 27–29 June 2018
artsinsociety.com/2018-conference

Sixteenth International Conference 
on New Directions in the 
Humanities
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, USA | 5–7 July 2018
thehumanities.com/2018-conference

Sixteenth International Conference 
on Books, Publishing & Libraries
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, USA | 7 July 2018
booksandpublishing.com/2018-conference

Ninth International Conference on 
Sport & Society
Florida International University
Miami, USA | 19–20 July 2018
sportandsociety.com/2018-conference

Thirteenth International 
Conference on Interdisciplinary 
Social Sciences
University of Granada
Granada, Spain | 25–27 July 2018
thesocialsciences.com/2018-conference

Eleventh Global Studies 
Conference
University of Granada
Granada, Spain | 29–30 July 2018
onglobalization.com/2018-conference

Eleventh International Conference 
on The Inclusive Museum
University of Granada
Granada, Spain | 6–8 September 2018
onmuseums.com/2018-conference

Aging & Society: Eighth 
Interdisciplinary Conference
Toyo University
Tokyo, Japan | 18–19 September 2018
agingandsociety.com/2018-conference

Eighth International Conference on 
Health, Wellness & Society
Imperial College London
London, UK | 20–21 September 2018
healthandsociety.com/2018-conference

Third International Conference on 
Communication & Media Studies
University of California at Berkeley
Berkeley, USA | 18–19 October 2018
oncommunicationmedia.com/2018-conference
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Eighth International Conference on 
Food Studies
University of British Columbia - Robson Square
Vancouver, Canada | 25–26 October 2018
food-studies.com/2018-conference

Spaces & Flows: Ninth International 
Conference on Urban and 
ExtraUrban Studies
Marsilius Kolleg, Heidelberg University
Heidelberg, Germany | 25–26 October 2018
spacesandflows.com/2018-conference

Ninth International Conference on 
The Image
Hong Kong Baptist University
Hong Kong SAR | 3–4 November 2018
ontheimage.com/2018-conference

| Conference Calendar 



Spaces & Flows:
Ninth International Conference on 
Urban and ExtraUrban Studies
Founded in 2010, Spaces & Flows: An International Conference brings 
together scholars, teachers and practitioners around a common 
shared interest in changing human spaces and social, economic, and 
informational flows.

Spaces & Flows: An International Conference is built upon four 
key features: Internationalism, Interdisciplinarity, Inclusiveness, and 
Interaction. Conference delegates include leaders in the field as well as 
emerging scholars, who travel to the conference from all corners of the 
globe and represent a broad range of disciplines and perspectives. A 
variety of presentation options and session types offer delegates multiple 
opportunities to engage, to discuss key issues in the field, and to build 
relationships with scholars from other cultures and disciplines.

We invite proposals for paper presentations, workshops/interactive 
sessions, posters/exhibits, colloquia, innovation showcases, virtual 
posters, or virtual lightning talks.

Returning Member Registration
We are pleased to offer a Returning Member Registration Discount to 
delegates who have attended the Spaces & Flows Conference in the 
past. Returning research network members receive a discount off the full 
conference registration rate. 

spacesandflows.com/2018-conference
spacesandflows.com/2018-conference/call-for-papers
spacesandflows.com/2018-conference/registration

25–26 October 
2018

Marsilius Kolleg, 
Heidelberg University

Heidelberg, Germany




